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The Deconstruction of Country Studies by Language and the Knowledge Reconstruction
of Thai Language Teachers in Local Universities: Dilemmas and Paths

Zhong Rulin
Qujing Normal University, Qujing, Yunnan 655011, China

Abstract: Against the background of new liberal arts construction, which emphasizes interdisciplinary integration, the
transformation of foreign language teachers toward regional and country studies has become an inevitable trend. For Thai
language teachers in local universities in Yunnan, this transformation is not only an active response to national strategic
needs, but also an important path for improving their own academic capabilities. This paper provides an in-depth analysis
of the practical difficulties faced by Thai language teachers in their transformation toward Thailand-oriented regional and
country studies, including the lack of an interdisciplinary knowledge system, insufficient research methods, conflicts between
teaching and research time, and uncertainty about how to transform language advantages into research capability. In response
to these difficulties, it proposes paths such as using language strengths to obtain first-hand materials, extracting research
questions from daily teaching, and seeking interdisciplinary cooperation based on the characteristics of local universities.
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