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Silk Road Genes in the “Camel Dance”: The Central Asian Origins of the Salar “Camel
Dance” in Qinghai

Ding Zhiyu
Qinghai Normal University, Xining, Qinghai 810000, China

Abstract: The Salar ethnic group is a distinctive minority group in Northwest China, and its unique migration history has
endowed camels with special emotional attachment and sacred meaning. The “Camel Dance” is the most representative art
form of the Salar people, reflecting multidimensional characteristics in culture, history, art, and literature. By sorting out the
ethnic origin and migration history of the Salar people, and combining the expressive forms, features, and connotations of the
“Camel Dance,” this paper reveals its Central Asian cultural origins. The study shows that the “Camel Dance” is not only a

living presentation of the historical origins of the Salar people, but also a representation of the multicultural integration and

coexistence along the Silk Road, and it has important value for inheriting and understanding Salar culture.
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